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Photo by Woodland Studio

Standing L-R: Tim Giesbrecht, Jordan Doerksen, Douglas Robinson, Bryce Driedger, Joshua Ives, 
Jeremy Loseth, Matthew Thiessen; Sitting: Camella Breiter, Jenna Clark, Lauar-Anne Drake,    
Lynda Driedger, Donna MacKenzie; Missing: Izumi Ogawa

GRADUATES of 2009

Calendar of Events

...........75th Anniversary! July 31-Aug 2

......................Opening Sunda y! Sept 6

...........Missions Conference! Nov 15-17

................Alumni W eekend! Nov 20-22

In 1934 the Two Rivers Bible Institute 
(TRBI) was founded in the Carlea area, 
about 20 minutes southeast of Nipawin. 
TRBI was located on a small knoll at the 

junction of the Carrot River and the 
Leather River. An incredible amount of 
work, determination and sacriÞce  were 

required to establish the campus and begin 
the Bible College program.

Over the years, ßooding became a problem 

as the Carrot and Leather Rivers over-

ßowed their banks repeatedly. Many staff  
homes were ßooded up to the roof, and the 
dormitories and chapel experienced 
ßooding as well. Livestock was lost and 

evacuations by boat were required. 
Eventually the painful decision was made 
to relocate the school. One can only 

imagine the disappointment experienced 
by those who had invested so much, only to 
see much of it apparently go to waste, from 

a human standpoint.    (continued on page 3)

NBC Celebrates 75 Years of Minis tr y: 1934 - 2009

75th Anniversary Homecoming

July 31 - August 2

Guest Speakers: Mar k Leppingt on,              
Jake Rempel, Jake Wiebe

Special Music: The Amandruds

Special Campus Legacy Naming 

Register Today Ñ Contact the school at 
306.862.5095. info@nipawin.org, or the website to 
download a brochure at www.nipawin.org
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OUR MISSION

Inspiring people to know and live the Word of God

NBC CORE VALUES

We value the Bible Ñ!GodÕs Word is completely reliable and 
relevant in a world that is seeking answers. It is the final 
authority for life and the key to spiritual growth and 
effectiveness.

We value spiritual growth Ñ We seek to know and love God, 
and seek to develop integrity of character, a sincere 
dedication to Christ, and a life of prayer.

We value equipping Ñ!Our goal is to equip people for humble 
and dedicated service for Christ by developing their spiritual 

gifts, and their minds for Biblical thinking and discernment, 
through a balance of knowledge and practical experience.

We value the community of believers Ñ Each individual 
should experience genuine relationship, grace, respect, 
compassion and development as a part of the Body of Christ.

We value evangelism & missions Ñ We seek to cultivate 
compassion for the lost in an educational context that 
actively incorporates sharing the gospel, in both local and 
global contexts. 

We value strategic partnership Ñ!We seek to cooperate 

and integrate with the ministry of the local church, and other 
ministries whose goal is fulfilling the Great Commission.

The ÒState of the Union AddressÓ is a 

mainstay of US politics, with the Þrst 

one delivered by George Washington in 

1790. If there is one thing Bible College 

presidents do all the time, it is r eport 

on the ÒState of the College.Ó So at 

our 75th anniversary it seems 

appropriate to do an expanded state 

of the college report. 

!  How ar e enrollment and Þnances?

These items are deÞnitely the most asked about. I can tell you 

that applications for the fall ar e up, as well as returning student  

numbers, so we expect a signiÞcant increase in enrollment this  

fall. Secondly, we had a strong year Þnancially with another 

modest surplus and the school curr ently has no debt. We are 

very grateful for the generosity of our supporters and thank 

you and the Lord for this provision.  

!  Why do students choose Nipawin Bible College? 

Students continue to come Þrst and for emost for the purpose 

of spiritual growth as a whole. This happens as they increase 

their knowledge of the Bible, and spend focused time in an 

environment where their faith is nurtured and challenged 

toward growth. Much of that is the r esult of living in a  

Òcommunity of believersÓ who share this common purpose. 

They sincerely want to learn to live out their faith consistently 

wherever the future takes them.

Students also come to NBC for pr eparation for Christian 

ministry. In some cases they come with vocational Christian 

ministry in mind, but in many cases they come just to lear n 

how God can use them to impact others for the Kingdom.

!  What ar e our values? Our core values give you a picture of 

what is important to us (see insert on right). The Bible is still at 

the core of our curriculum. We make no apology for this, and 

recently increased the amount of core Bible classes. We 

continue to stand in the evangelical, theologically conservative 

stream of Bible doctrine within an inter -denominational 

context. We seek to evaluate theological issues and 

contemporary tr ends from a Biblical perspective. 

!  What ar e our curr ent priorities?  As we look to the futur e a 

key priority is to continue pr omoting the importance and value 

of Bible College. We are convinced that this is a wonderful 

investment in preparing for life and for making signiÞcant 

impact for God. We seek to strengthen our partnership with the  

church, and with organizations who share our values. We are 

adding a Bachelor of Arts in Christian Leadership that will see  

many of our fourth year students doing 8 month inter n-ships 

so they will get plenty of hands on experience. W e are also 

seeking ways to partner in First Nations training.

Our invitation to youÉ   Friends, we invite you to partner 

with us. It is so exciting to see God at work in studentsÕ lives 

each year. We strive to inspire these students to know and to 

live the Word of God. 

A challenge for all of usÉ  This upcoming generation is 

poised to lead. LetÕs call them out to serve God zealously and 

faithfully. LetÕs set an example of consistently living with an 

eternal perspective, so that futur e generations will say of us, 

Òthey were looking forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose designer and builder is GodÓ (Heb 11:10 ESV). 

LetÕs press on to the Þnish to see the goal achieved!

From the President
ÒState of t he CollegeÓ

P a g e  2
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As announced  in February, Dr. Wes 
Dobson is our new Academic Dean. He 
joined us for our May meetings, and 
starts full-time in July. We are glad to 

have someone with WesÕ experience, 
knowledge, and passion join the team.

Near the end of the school year Dielle 

Driedg er was 
hired as half-time 
Executive 

Assistant. Dielle is 
married to Bryce 
Driedger, one of 
our pastoral 

graduates this 
spring. Dielle 
also plans to 

complete her fourth year of studies as a 
part-time student at NBC this next year.

Lynda Driedg er has been receptionist 
and bookstore manager since January 
2002. However, 
this August she 

will be  changing 
roles at NBC. 
Lynda will 

become the Dean 
of Women and 
the Librarian. We 

are conÞdent that 
LyndaÕs caring 
heart and listening ear will continue to 
be a blessing to the students in her new 

role. Lynda, who studied at NBI for one-
and-a-half years after high school, has 
been taking occasional courses and 

graduated with a Christian Ministry 
Diploma this April.

Melanie 
McAr thur  will 
be the new 
Receptionist, 

starting in mid-
August. She is 
an NBC grad 

of 2005, so we 
know well the pleasant and 
diligent spirit she will bring to this role. 

Melanie is at Blue Bronna Wilderness 
Camp again this summer, enjoying the 
outdoors.

We bid farewell  to Amy MacK enzie. 

Amy served as an RD for a couple of 
years and as interim Dean of Women 
and Librarian this past year. We will miss 

AmyÕs gentle spirit and prayerful 
inßuence on campus. Amy plans to work 
at a greenhouse near home this summer.

Personnel Changes

P a g e  3

....1960  first two graduates from NBI

....1968  first building from Squaw Rapids 
dam donated by SaskPower. 
Remainder donated by 1970

....1977  vision to expand

....1978  NBI highest enrollment of 83

....1979  New Administration Building 
completed

....1987  Rempel Auditorium completed

....2006  Major dormitory renovations, 
second dorm done in 2008

....2007  Renamed Nipawin Bible College

....2009  Celebrating 75 years Ñ NBC 
launches a new growth vision.

Celebrating 75 YearsÉ continued fr om page 1

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

....1934  Two Rivers Bible Institute founded, 
with 6 students enrolled

....1935  Summer Camps begun (100 kids)

....1936  First Flood at TRBI

....1945  High School program started

....1945  ÒRivers of Living WaterÓ launched

....1945  Ambitious building plans launched

....1948  Major flood

....1949  Elementary school started

....1950  Public electricity service acquired

....1951  81 enrolled, 34 Bible School and 
47 High School 

....1952  Flood

....1954  Three floods that spring

....1954  Decision to relocate the school

....1955  Flood

....1956  Flood

....1957  Heavy and rapid flooding

....1957  School cancelled for 57/58 year

....1958  First year at Nipawin location

....1959  Renamed Nipawin Bible Institute

PRESIDENTS

George Little (1934)

B.T. Harrison (1936)

Bruce Wannop (1945)

Dan Buhler (1956)

Art Linsey (1963)

Ray Dell (1969)

  Jake Wiebe (1971)

  Jake Rempel (1976)

  Mark Leppington  
(1990)

  Wes Fehr (2004- )

The relocation of the school meant starting 
almost from scratch. A mere 7 students 
enrolled in each of the Þrst two years at the 
new site. However, growth was evident and 

within ten years the attendance reached 41. 
Many of the graduates went into foreign 
missions, pastoral ministry, and lay ministry in 

local churches.

By 1978 the school had grown to over 80 
students and an ambitious building phase was 

launched to meet the needs of the college and 
cast a future vision of growth.

President WannopÕs farewell in 1956 is a Þtting 
challenge, ÒSo we take our leave from the Institute 

with a prayer that God will make it a greater testimony 
than it has yet been. If you have prayed for this work in 
the past, then I beg you, pray more in the future. If  your 

gifts have helped this work in the past, then I ask that 
you will support it twice as much in the future.Ó

We will be celebrating the fulÞllment of this 

prayer, and so many more, at our 75th 
Anniversary Homecoming, July 31 - Aug 2.  
We would love to have each of you join us.
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NBC Alumni & Friends
Please Pray . . .

 N i p a w i n  B i b l e  C o l l e g e  ¥  R i v e r s  ¥  J u n e  2 0 0 9 P a g e  4



Jason: Did you have any staff/f aculty 
you especially came to appreciate during 
your years as a student, and now that 
you are wearing those same Òstaff  
shoesÓ, how do you see your own place in 
discipling, mentoring, or even just 
interacting with the student body?

Andrea:  I appreciated the 
Audettes a lot, especially right 
after Shadrach was born. Janice 
was quite a blessing to me. My 
own place in the students lives is 
still somewhat nebulous in my 
mind. As an unmarried student, I 
always felt slightly awkward 
around the staff  wives, so that in turn has made me more 
concerned about how the students might view my 
interactions with them. I am trying to overcome this 
hesitation, and I love to have students over and interact 
whenever possible. Last year I was able to play soccer with 
the girls team, which was great!

Jason: YouÕre involved with a local church in Nipawin. What kind of 
things are you a part of there, and do you see an importance in having 
those other relationships outside of the college?

Andrea:  We attend Nipawin Alliance Church, and are 
involved in a variety of things. I help in the nursery, and 
Mark and I are both involved in the music there. I am 
currently doing an internship there, which opens the door to 
womenÕs ministry opportunities. Being involved in the local 
church is critical for us. NBC can seem like a world apart, so 
itÕs especially important. How can we train people to live in 
the world and be a part of the local church if  itÕs not 
something we do ourselves?

Jason: I know you spend a majority of your time at home with the 
kids. What have been some of the rewards or challenges of this full-
time job, and what other current or future aspirations do you have as the 
kids continue to get older?

Andrea:  My children are the joy and 
the bane of my existence. There is no 
better feeling than a big hug followed 
by, ÒI love you Mom!Ó That said, I 
never knew how selÞsh I was until I 
had kids. There are the normal 
physical struggles - ÒPlease stop 

peeing on the ßoorÓ and also the discipline struggles - ÒWas that 
disrespectful?Ó I am, unfortunately, very quick to anger. What an 
opportunity for character development. Aspirations wise, I am 
currently enrolled in Seminary, hoping to get my M.A. in 
Theological Studies with the goal of someday teaching at a Bible 
College. I love history, and would love to teach the correlation of 
world and biblical history.

Jason: Mark and you have been married for almost 8 years now. How do 
you see God working in your marriage today, and how might you challenge 
other couples in their marriages?

Andrea:  At present, it seems like God is working in our marriage 
individually. For me, itÕs trying to be unselÞsh. This ties in to how 
I would challenge other couples. If  I claim to love my spouse, I 
need to get rid of my expectations of him and be willing to do 
what I need to do, regardless of how he responds or helps, or 
does not help, as the case may be. My love and therefore my 
actions should not be dependent on him at all. I would challenge 
anyone married to be concerned about the growth of Christ-like 
character in their spouse. It will, perhaps, help squash petty 
grievances, and produce the same character development in 
oneself. DonÕt take your spouse for granted. You never know how 
long youÕll be blessed in this way!

Alumni ProÞle
Andrea Koop

excerpts from an interview by Jason Elford

Quick Facts about Mar k & Andr ea

Mark & Andrea both studied here from 1999-2001 as 
dorm students. They returned for 2002-03 as married 

students, and Mark continued one more 
year to Þnish in Õ04. Mark is currently 

NBCÕs Music Director. He and Andrea 
live on campus with their three children 
- Shadrach (5), Lincoln (3), and 

Cadence (2).
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Dear Alumni and Friends -

Let me encourage you to take a minute and go to!http://www.nipawin.org/almuni-reports.php.!You'll Þnd the complete interviews for each of the Alumni we 
feature in this newsletter.!Because while the Alumni interviewed are so gracious of their time to answer a handful of questions I send their way, only a portion 
of the entire interview is able to make it onto this page. There are so many more interesting questions, answers, facts, and stories to be found in the complete 

interviews. It's worth your time to check them out.

Jason Elford, Alumni President
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http://www.nipawin.org/almuni-reports.php
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mail Ð Box 1986  Nipawin, SK  S0E 1E0
phone Ð 306-862-5095  or  888-862-5095
fax Ð 306-862-3651
email Ð info@nipawin.org
website Ð www.nipawin.org

Rivers of Living Water
is a publication of
Nipawin Bible College
Editor: Bryan Driedger
Executive Editor: Wes Fehr
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Fourth Year Program Expanded

In an effort to provide more practical training for our 
graduates, we are moving to an internship-based 

approach in the new Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Leadership. Students will spend the bulk of their 4th 
year doing ministry alongside experienced pastors, 

missionaries and other ministry leaders. These 
students will be on campus for 6 one-week modular 
courses during the year, with mentoring by an NBC 
staff  member. 

We are also adding two new majors to our four-year 
program. In addition to Pastoral Ministry and 
Biblical Studies majors, we are adding Youth 

Ministry and Leadership.

Students in Biblical Studies will still be at NBC full-
time as before, but will now have more courses Òin 

classÓ and about half being done as guided studies.

We are excited to kick off  these new programs in 
September 2010. Contact us for more information.

Van Project

This past summer we invited you to help with the purchase of 
two vans. Since that time over $20,000 has come in for that 
project. Praise God! At the end of November we purchased a 
2003 Chevy 
Venture LE. 
Then in April we 
purchased a 2006  
full-size Ford van 
very much like 
the previous one. 
We praise God 
and thank our 
donors for this provision.

New Mower

Recently a great mower was 
donated to NBC. This 1994 

Toro 72Ó front-deck, diesel 
mower is a very efÞcient 
unit, and will help keep the 

campus in beautiful shape 
for a long time to come. 

Thanks for t he Potatoes

Thank you to those who donated potatoes and other garden 

produce this past year. Our head cook, Delores Nickel, is thankful 
that we never had to buy potatoes this school year.

P a g e  6

General Fund at Year-End

.........................................Student Fees! $377,000

............................................Donations ! $307,000

......................Retreats, Rent, Bookstore! $107,000

...............................Total Revenue! $791,000

..............................Total Expenses! $772,000

Balance................................................!   $19,000

All numbers are rounded. Complete Þnancial statements are 
available upon request

ACADEMIC UPDATE

DeanÕs List
2008/2009 Semester 2

Students achieving a GPA of 3.5 or higher in a given semester 
are nominated to the DeanÕs List

¥ Ken Green
¥ Matthew Thiessen
¥ Miho Hachisuka
¥ Andrew Gilkinson

¥ David Guenther
¥ Joseph Woodard
¥ Donna MacKenzie

¥ Adam Dyck
¥ Jordan Doerksen
¥ Melissa Giesbrecht
¥ Jeremy Loseth

¥ Alison Cavat
¥ Laura-Anne Drake

FINANCE & FACILITIES UPDATE


